
Semester I — Principles of Education 

Unit I: Concept of Education 

Prescribed Areas 

1. Meaning, Nature and Scope of Education 

2. Functions of Education 

3. Different Forms of Education 

o Formal Education 

o Informal Education 

o Non-formal Education 

4. Agencies imparting Formal, Informal and Non-formal Education 

5. Development and Present Status of Distance and Open Education with Special 

Reference to India 

The fundamental idea of this unit is: 

Education is a lifelong process through which individuals develop knowledge, skills, 

attitudes, values and capacities for individual and social life. 

 

PART I — MEANING OF EDUCATION 

1. Etymological Meaning 

The word education has often been explained with reference to several Latin terms: 

Educare 

Meaning to bring up, nourish or train. 

Educere 

Meaning to lead out or draw out. 

Educatum 

Associated with the idea of teaching or training. 



These interpretations highlight two dimensions: 

Education develops what is within the learner + provides appropriate experiences 

from outside. 

 

2. Narrow Meaning of Education 

In its narrow sense, education refers mainly to deliberately organised instruction 

provided through educational institutions. 

It includes: 

 prescribed curriculum; 

 teachers; 

 classrooms; 

 timetables; 

 examinations; 

 certification. 

Thus: 

Narrow Education ≈ Organised/Formal Educational Process 

 

3. Wider Meaning of Education 

In its wider sense, education includes the totality of experiences through which an 

individual learns throughout life. 

Learning occurs through: 

 family; 

 school; 

 community; 

 peers; 



 work; 

 media; 

 everyday experiences. 

Therefore: 

Education begins before formal schooling and continues beyond it. 

 

4. Education as a Lifelong Process 

Education does not end with: 

 school; 

 college; 

 university; 

 acquisition of a degree. 

People continue learning throughout life. 

Formula 

Birth → Childhood → School → Higher Education → Work → Adulthood → 

Continuing Learning 

Hence: 

Education = Lifelong Learning 

 

PART II — NATURE OF EDUCATION 

5. Education is a Lifelong Process 

Learning continues throughout life. 

Individuals continually acquire new: 

 knowledge; 

 skills; 



 attitudes; 

 experiences. 

 

6. Education is a Continuous Process 

Education is not a single event. 

It involves continuous: 

Learning → Experience → Reflection → Development 

 

7. Education is a Developmental Process 

Education aims at the development of different dimensions of the individual, 

including: 

 intellectual; 

 physical; 

 social; 

 emotional; 

 moral. 

Thus: 

Education → Development of the Whole Person 

 

8. Education is a Social Process 

Education occurs within society. 

Individuals learn through interaction with: 

 family; 

 teachers; 

 peers; 



 institutions; 

 community. 

Therefore: 

Individual ↔ Education ↔ Society 

 

9. Education is a Dynamic Process 

Educational aims, curriculum, methods and institutions change with changing: 

 social needs; 

 knowledge; 

 technology; 

 economic conditions; 

 cultural circumstances. 

 

10. Education is Purposeful 

Organised education generally works towards particular objectives. 

Examples: 

 development of knowledge; 

 development of skills; 

 formation of values; 

 preparation for social life. 

 

11. Education is Both Individual and Social 

Education contributes to: 

Individual Development 



Knowledge, abilities, personality and capacities. 

Social Development 

Cooperation, responsibility, culture and participation. 

Therefore: 

Individual Development + Social Development = Educational Development 

 

12. Education is Interactive 

Education involves interaction between: 

Learner ↔ Teacher 

Learner ↔ Learner 

Learner ↔ Environment 

The learner should therefore not be regarded merely as a passive recipient. 

 

13. Education is Flexible and Adaptive 

Education responds to changing learner and social needs. 

For example, changing technology creates demand for: 

 digital literacy; 

 new learning methods; 

 new occupational skills. 

 

14. Nature — Memory Formula 

L-C-D-S-P-I-F 

L — Lifelong 

C — Continuous 

D — Developmental/Dynamic 



S — Social 

P — Purposeful 

I — Interactive 

F — Flexible 

 

PART III — SCOPE OF EDUCATION 

15. Meaning of Scope 

The scope of education refers to the areas, processes, institutions and dimensions 

covered by education. 

Its scope is very broad. 

 

16. Individual Development 

Education is concerned with development of: 

 knowledge; 

 intelligence; 

 skills; 

 creativity; 

 attitudes; 

 values; 

 personality. 

 

17. Social Development 

Education prepares individuals to participate constructively in society. 

It promotes: 

 cooperation; 



 responsibility; 

 social understanding; 

 participation. 

 

18. Curriculum 

The scope of education includes questions concerning: 

 what should be taught; 

 why it should be taught; 

 how learning experiences should be organised. 

 

19. Teaching and Learning 

Education includes the study and practice of: 

 teaching methods; 

 learning processes; 

 classroom interaction; 

 learning experiences. 

 

20. Educational Institutions 

Its scope includes: 

 schools; 

 colleges; 

 universities; 

 open universities; 

 other educational organisations. 



 

21. Teacher Education 

The preparation and continuing professional development of teachers form an 

important area of education. 

 

22. Educational Administration and Management 

Education also includes: 

 planning; 

 organisation; 

 leadership; 

 supervision; 

 institutional management. 

 

23. Educational Technology 

Modern education uses: 

 digital technologies; 

 multimedia; 

 online platforms; 

 communication technologies. 

 

24. Guidance and Counselling 

Education may support learners in: 

 educational decisions; 

 career development; 

 personal and social adjustment. 



 

25. Evaluation and Assessment 

Education includes processes for determining: 

 learner progress; 

 achievement; 

 effectiveness of educational activities. 

 

26. Inclusive and Special Educational Concerns 

The scope also includes responding to learner diversity and improving meaningful 

participation in education. 

 

27. Adult and Continuing Education 

Education continues beyond the traditional school years through: 

 adult learning; 

 continuing education; 

 professional development; 

 lifelong learning. 

 

28. Open and Distance Education 

Education can also be provided through flexible modes that reduce barriers created 

by: 

 place; 

 time; 

 conventional classroom attendance. 

 



PART IV — SCOPE AT A GLANCE 

Learner Development + Teaching-Learning + Curriculum + Institutions + Teacher 

Education + Management + Technology + Guidance + Evaluation + Inclusion + 

Adult Education + Open and Distance Education 

 

PART V — FUNCTIONS OF EDUCATION 

This is a major examination area. 

29. Development of the Individual 

Education contributes to development of: 

 intellectual abilities; 

 physical capacities; 

 emotional maturity; 

 social competence; 

 moral understanding. 

 

30. Acquisition of Knowledge 

Education enables learners to acquire organised knowledge about: 

 society; 

 science; 

 environment; 

 culture; 

 different disciplines. 

 

31. Development of Skills 

Education develops: 



 communication; 

 reasoning; 

 problem-solving; 

 vocational/professional abilities; 

 social skills. 

 

32. Socialisation 

Education helps individuals learn: 

 social norms; 

 values; 

 roles; 

 responsibilities. 

Thus: 

Education → Socialisation → Social Participation 

 

33. Transmission of Culture 

Education transmits aspects of cultural heritage from one generation to another. 

These may include: 

 language; 

 knowledge; 

 traditions; 

 literature; 

 values. 

 



34. Reconstruction of Culture 

Education does not simply reproduce everything from the past. 

It can encourage learners to: 

 examine existing practices; 

 develop new knowledge; 

 respond to changing circumstances. 

Thus: 

Education = Cultural Transmission + Possibility of Cultural Reconstruction 

 

35. Development of Values 

Education can promote values such as: 

 responsibility; 

 cooperation; 

 respect; 

 fairness; 

 concern for others. 

 

36. Preparation for Occupational Life 

Education develops knowledge and skills useful for: 

 employment; 

 professional life; 

 entrepreneurship; 

 productive activity. 

 



37. Development of Citizenship 

Education can develop understanding of: 

 rights; 

 duties; 

 social responsibility; 

 participation; 

 institutions. 

 

38. Social Integration 

Educational institutions can give learners from different backgrounds opportunities 

to interact and cooperate. 

 

39. Social Change 

Education can contribute to social change through: 

 knowledge; 

 critical thinking; 

 scientific outlook; 

 new skills; 

 changing attitudes. 

 

40. Preservation of Social Heritage 

Education preserves and communicates accumulated human knowledge and cultural 

achievements. 

 

41. Functions — Memory Formula 



I-K-S-S-C-V-O-C-I-C 

I — Individual development 

K — Knowledge 

S — Skills 

S — Socialisation 

C — Culture 

V — Values 

O — Occupational preparation 

C — Citizenship 

I — Integration 

C — Change 

 

PART VI — FORMS OF EDUCATION 

The syllabus prescribes three forms: 

Formal + Informal + Non-formal 

A simple memory formula is: 

F-I-N 

 

PART VII — FORMAL EDUCATION 

42. Meaning 

Formal education is systematically organised education provided through recognised 

educational institutions according to planned programmes. 

Examples: 

 schools; 

 colleges; 

 universities. 

 



43. Characteristics of Formal Education 

Formal education is generally: 

 planned; 

 structured; 

 institutionalised; 

 curriculum-based; 

 time-bound; 

 sequential; 

 guided by qualified personnel; 

 assessed; 

 associated with recognised qualifications where applicable. 

Formula 

Institution + Curriculum + Teacher + Timetable + Assessment + Certification 

 

44. Examples 

 primary school education; 

 secondary school education; 

 undergraduate programme; 

 postgraduate programme. 

 

PART VIII — INFORMAL EDUCATION 

45. Meaning 

Informal education refers to learning that occurs naturally through everyday life and 

interaction without necessarily being deliberately organised as an educational 

programme. 



Sources include: 

 family; 

 friends; 

 community; 

 workplace; 

 everyday experiences; 

 media. 

 

46. Characteristics 

Informal education is generally: 

 unstructured; 

 continuous; 

 experience-based; 

 flexible; 

 incidental; 

 not necessarily examination-oriented; 

 not usually certification-oriented. 

Formula 

Life + Experience + Interaction = Informal Learning 

 

47. Example 

A child learns: 

 mother tongue through family interaction; 

 social manners through observation; 



 local traditions through community participation. 

These are examples of informal education. 

 

PART IX — NON-FORMAL EDUCATION 

48. Meaning 

Non-formal education is deliberately organised educational activity outside or 

alongside the conventional formal system, usually designed flexibly for particular 

learners and needs. 

Examples may include: 

 adult literacy programmes; 

 community education; 

 vocational training; 

 continuing education programmes; 

 organised skill-development programmes. 

 

49. Characteristics 

Non-formal education is generally: 

 organised; 

 purposeful; 

 flexible; 

 learner-oriented; 

 need-based; 

 adaptable in time/place; 

 often skill or competency oriented. 

Formula 



Organised Learning + Flexibility + Specific Need = Non-formal Education 

 

PART X — FORMAL, INFORMAL AND NON-FORMAL: COMPARISON 

Basis Formal Informal Non-formal 

Organisation Highly organised Usually unorganised Organised 

Institution Formal institutions 
Everyday 

environment 

Varied 

organisations/settings 

Curriculum Prescribed/structured No fixed curriculum Flexible/need-based 

Time Fixed Continuous Flexible 

Teacher Designated teachers Anyone/environment Facilitator/instructor 

Assessment Usually systematic Usually absent Depends on programme 

Certification Common Generally absent 
May or may not be 

provided 

Learner 

Group 
Defined Everyone 

Usually specific target 

group 

Example University course Learning from family 
Adult literacy 

programme 

 

PART XI — AGENCIES OF EDUCATION 

50. Meaning 

An agency of education is a person, group, institution or social setting through which 

educational influence or learning occurs. 

Agencies can broadly be connected with: 

Formal + Informal + Non-formal Education 



 

PART XII — AGENCIES OF FORMAL EDUCATION 

Major formal agencies include: 

 schools; 

 colleges; 

 universities; 

 recognised educational institutions. 

Characteristics 

They usually have: 

 stated objectives; 

 curriculum; 

 teachers; 

 timetable; 

 assessment; 

 administrative organisation. 

 

PART XIII — AGENCIES OF INFORMAL EDUCATION 

Important informal agencies include: 

Family 

Often the earliest educational agency. 

Children learn: 

 language; 

 habits; 

 values; 



 behaviour. 

Peer Group 

Influences: 

 attitudes; 

 interests; 

 behaviour; 

 communication. 

Community 

Provides cultural and social learning. 

Media 

Print, broadcast and digital media can provide information and influence knowledge 

and attitudes, though learners need critical media literacy because information 

quality varies. 

Everyday Social Environment 

People learn from: 

 work; 

 travel; 

 observation; 

 interaction; 

 experience. 

 

PART XIV — AGENCIES OF NON-FORMAL EDUCATION 

Depending upon the programme, agencies may include: 

 adult education centres; 

 community organisations; 



 voluntary organisations/NGOs; 

 vocational and skill-development centres; 

 continuing education organisations; 

 extension agencies; 

 educational institutions offering flexible outreach programmes. 

Important Point 

The same institution can sometimes support more than one form of education. 

For example, a university may provide formal degree education while also 

organising continuing or extension programmes. 

 

PART XV — FORM AND AGENCY SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED 

This distinction is important. 

Form of Education 

Describes how learning is organised. 

Examples: 

Formal / Informal / Non-formal 

Agency of Education 

Describes who or what provides the educational influence. 

Examples: 

Family / School / University / Community / NGO 

Thus: 

Form = Mode/Organisation of Education 

Agency = Source/Institution of Education 

 

PART XVI — DISTANCE EDUCATION 



51. Meaning 

Distance education is an educational arrangement in which the learner and teacher 

are separated by place, and often by time, with teaching-learning facilitated through 

appropriate media and learner-support mechanisms. 

The UGC's current regulatory definition of Open and Distance Learning emphasises 

flexible learning that overcomes teacher–learner separation through a variety of 

media, including print, electronic and online media, together with learner support 

and occasional interactive contact where applicable. (UGC) 

Simple Formula 

Teacher–Learner Separation + Learning Materials + Communication + Learner 

Support = Distance Education 

 

52. Characteristics of Distance Education 

Distance education generally involves: 

 separation of teacher and learner; 

 flexibility; 

 self-learning materials; 

 learner-centred study; 

 use of multiple media; 

 learner support; 

 independent learning; 

 organised assessment. 

 

PART XVII — OPEN EDUCATION 

53. Meaning 

https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page523.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Open education emphasises reducing unnecessary barriers to learning and providing 

greater flexibility in educational opportunities. 

The idea of openness may relate, depending on the institution and programme, to: 

 place; 

 pace; 

 methods; 

 learner support; 

 access arrangements. 

It should not be interpreted as meaning that every programme has no eligibility 

requirements or regulations. 

 

54. Open Learning 

The learner may receive greater flexibility concerning: 

Where to Learn + How to Learn + Pace of Learning within Programme Rules 

The central principle is: 

Making Education More Accessible and Flexible 

 

PART XVIII — DISTANCE EDUCATION AND OPEN EDUCATION 

These terms are related but should not be treated as exactly identical. 

Distance Education Open Education 

Emphasises teacher–learner 

separation 
Emphasises openness/flexibility 

Uses mediated instruction Seeks to reduce barriers 



Distance Education Open Education 

May be offered by different 

institutions 

Often associated with flexible educational 

systems 

Distance is central Openness is central 

They commonly come together in: 

Open and Distance Learning (ODL) 

 

PART XIX — DEVELOPMENT OF DISTANCE AND OPEN EDUCATION IN 

INDIA 

This part involves institutional history and present regulatory arrangements, so the 

contemporary points below are based on official UGC material. (UGC) 

55. Early Development 

Distance education in India developed partly in response to the need to provide 

educational opportunities to learners unable to participate in conventional face-to-

face education. 

An important early form was correspondence education, based mainly on printed 

study materials and communication between the institution and learners. 

 

56. From Correspondence to Distance Education 

The system gradually moved beyond correspondence lessons. 

It incorporated: 

 self-learning materials; 

 learner support; 

 counselling/contact arrangements; 

 audio-visual media; 

https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page521.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 broadcasting; 

 electronic media; 

 digital technologies. 

Thus: 

Correspondence Education → Distance Education → Open and Distance Learning 

→ Technology-supported/Online Learning 

 

57. Emergence of Open Universities 

The establishment of open universities represented a major development because 

institutions could be specifically designed around flexible and distance learning. 

At the national level, the establishment of Indira Gandhi National Open University 

(IGNOU) in 1985 was a major milestone in India's open and distance education 

system. 

 

58. IGNOU 

Indira Gandhi National Open University became a central institution in the 

development of open and distance higher education in India. 

Its significance lies in the expansion of: 

 flexible higher education; 

 distance learning; 

 learner-support systems; 

 educational opportunities for geographically dispersed learners. 

 

59. State Open Universities 

Open education subsequently expanded through State Open Universities and 

distance-learning arrangements within other higher educational institutions. 



This helped extend learning opportunities beyond conventional campus-based 

systems. 

 

PART XX — PRESENT STATUS OF OPEN AND DISTANCE EDUCATION IN 

INDIA 

60. ODL as a Recognised Higher-Education Mode 

Open and Distance Learning is now an established mode within Indian higher 

education, operating under regulatory requirements. 

The UGC's Open and Distance Learning Programmes and Online Programmes 

Regulations, 2020 prescribe minimum standards for relevant programmes and 

institutional requirements. (UGC) 

 

61. UGC Regulation 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) regulates ODL and online programmes 

in higher education through the applicable regulatory framework. 

The 2020 regulations distinguish conventional, Open and Distance Learning, and 

online modes and prescribe institutional eligibility and recognition requirements. 

(UGC) 

Important Student Point 

Open/Distance Education does not mean unregulated education. 

 

62. Learner Support 

Modern ODL is not simply “sending books to students”. 

The UGC framework recognises Learner Support Centres and learner-support 

services for: 

 advising; 

 counselling; 

https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page521.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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 teacher–learner interface; 

 academic assistance; 

 other learning support. (UGC) 

Therefore: 

ODL = Learning Materials + Technology + Interaction + Learner Support + 

Assessment 

 

63. Quality Assurance 

Contemporary ODL places considerable emphasis on quality. 

The UGC framework provides for mechanisms such as Centres for Internal Quality 

Assurance (CIQA) in institutions offering ODL/online programmes. (UGC) 

The regulations also require appropriate processes for assessment and evaluation. 

(UGC) 

 

64. Technology and ODL 

Contemporary distance education increasingly uses: 

 digital learning materials; 

 learning management systems; 

 online interaction; 

 electronic resources; 

 technology-assisted learner support. 

The UGC framework explicitly recognises online and electronic modes within 

flexible learning arrangements. (UGC) 

 

65. ODL and Online Education are Related but Distinct 

https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page523.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page521.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Students should not automatically equate ODL with fully online education. 

According to the UGC regulatory framework: 

ODL 

Uses a variety of media, including print, electronic and online resources, and may 

include interactive face-to-face support. 

Online Mode 

Uses internet-based mechanisms for programme delivery and flexible learning. 

(UGC) 

 

PART XXI — IMPORTANCE OF OPEN AND DISTANCE EDUCATION 

66. Wider Access 

ODL can provide opportunities to learners who may face barriers associated with 

conventional campus attendance. 

 

67. Flexibility 

It can provide greater flexibility concerning: 

 place of study; 

 learning arrangements; 

 pace within programme requirements. 

 

68. Continuing Education 

ODL can support people who want to continue learning after entering employment 

or assuming other responsibilities. 

 

69. Geographical Reach 

https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page523.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Learners living far from conventional institutions may gain access to educational 

opportunities through distance modes. 

 

70. Lifelong Learning 

Open and distance systems support the principle: 

Education throughout life 

 

71. Diverse Learners 

Potential learners may include: 

 working adults; 

 geographically dispersed learners; 

 learners seeking continuing education; 

 people requiring more flexible educational arrangements. 

 

PART XXII — LIMITATIONS/CHALLENGES OF DISTANCE EDUCATION 

Students should understand both opportunities and challenges. 

Possible challenges include: 

 need for learner self-discipline; 

 limited direct interaction in some arrangements; 

 digital divide; 

 technological difficulties; 

 quality of learner support; 

 isolation experienced by some learners; 

 suitability of certain programmes for distance delivery. 

Hence: 



Access must be accompanied by Quality + Support + Appropriate Technology 

 

PART XXIII — CONVENTIONAL AND DISTANCE EDUCATION 

Conventional Education Distance Education 

Regular physical classroom central Teacher and learner are separated 

Fixed institutional setting More flexible location 

Frequent direct interaction Mediated interaction 

Teacher-directed contact prominent Greater self-directed learning 

Classroom materials Self-learning/multimedia materials 

Campus support Learner-support system 

Fixed timetable common Greater flexibility common 

Neither should automatically be labelled “better”; they represent different 

arrangements suited to different educational circumstances. 

 

PART XXIV — INTEGRATED UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNIT 

The whole unit can be understood as an expansion of educational opportunity: 

Education 

↓ 

Occurs Throughout Life 

↓ 

Through Different Forms 

Formal + Informal + Non-formal 

↓ 



Through Different Agencies 

Family + School + Community + Institutions + Organisations 

↓ 

Through Flexible Modern Arrangements 

Open + Distance + Online-supported Learning 

↓ 

Lifelong Educational Development 

 

PART XXV — CLASSROOM ACTIVITY 

“Which Form of Education?” 

Ask students to classify the following: 

1. B.A. degree in a college 

2. Child learning mother tongue at home 

3. Organised adult literacy programme 

4. Learning local customs from grandparents 

5. Structured vocational training outside the regular school system 

6. Regular university postgraduate programme 

Expected classification: 

Situation Form 

B.A. college programme Formal 

Mother tongue at home Informal 

Adult literacy programme Non-formal 

Customs from grandparents Informal 



Situation Form 

Flexible vocational programme Non-formal 

Regular university programme Formal 

Then discuss why classification depends on organisation and context, not merely on 

the topic being learned. 

 

PART XXVI — CASE STUDY 

A Working Learner 

A person works full-time and cannot attend regular daytime university classes but 

wishes to pursue higher education. 

A flexible ODL programme may allow the learner to use: 

 self-learning materials; 

 digital resources; 

 learner-support services; 

 scheduled academic interaction; 

 assessment. 

Ask Students 

Why is this system educationally significant? 

Expected answers: 

Access + Flexibility + Continuing Education + Lifelong Learning 

 

PART XXVII — COMMON STUDENT CONFUSIONS 

Education ≠ Schooling 

Schooling is one organised form of education. 



Education ≠ Childhood Learning Only 

Education is lifelong. 

Informal ≠ Non-formal 

Informal learning is generally incidental/unstructured. 

Non-formal education is deliberately organised but flexible. 

Non-formal ≠ Inferior Education 

The term describes organisation, not quality. 

Agency ≠ Form 

Agency = Who/What Educates 

Form = How Education is Organised 

Distance Education ≠ Correspondence Education Only 

Modern distance education uses multiple media and learner-support systems. 

Open Education ≠ No Rules 

Openness means flexibility/reduction of barriers within appropriate institutional and 

regulatory arrangements. 

ODL ≠ Fully Online Education 

Current UGC regulations distinguish ODL and online modes. (UGC) 

 

PART XXVIII — 30 KEY TAKEAWAYS 

1. Education has both narrow and wider meanings. 

2. Education is lifelong. 

3. Education is continuous. 

4. Education is developmental. 

5. Education is social. 

6. Education is dynamic. 

https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page523.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


7. Education is purposeful. 

8. Education contributes to individual development. 

9. Education contributes to social development. 

10. Education develops knowledge. 

11. Education develops skills. 

12. Education contributes to socialisation. 

13. Education transmits culture. 

14. Education can contribute to cultural reconstruction. 

15. Education develops values. 

16. Education supports occupational preparation. 

17. Formal education is systematically organised. 

18. Informal education arises largely through everyday life. 

19. Non-formal education is organised but flexible. 

20. Formal, informal and non-formal education are distinct but complementary. 

21. Family is an important informal educational agency. 

22. Schools, colleges and universities are major formal agencies. 

23. NGOs/community organisations may provide non-formal education. 

24. Distance education overcomes teacher–learner separation through mediated 

learning. 

25. Open education emphasises flexibility and accessibility. 

26. Correspondence education contributed to the development of distance 

education. 

27. IGNOU's establishment in 1985 was an important milestone in Indian open 

education. 

28. Contemporary ODL uses multiple media and learner-support services. 



29. ODL in Indian higher education operates within a UGC regulatory framework. 

(UGC) 

30. Open and distance education contributes to access, flexibility and lifelong 

learning. 

 

PART XXIX — SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Define education. 

2. Explain the wider meaning of education. 

3. Explain the narrow meaning of education. 

4. Why is education a lifelong process? 

5. State four characteristics of education. 

6. Why is education called a social process? 

7. Explain the dynamic nature of education. 

8. What is the scope of education? 

9. State five functions of education. 

10. Explain the role of education in socialisation. 

11. How does education transmit culture? 

12. What is formal education? 

13. State four characteristics of formal education. 

14. Define informal education. 

15. State four characteristics of informal education. 

16. Define non-formal education. 

17. State four characteristics of non-formal education. 

18. Distinguish informal and non-formal education. 

19. Name four agencies of formal education. 

https://www.ugc.gov.in/e-book/UGC_Regulation/files/basic-html/page521.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


20. Name four agencies of informal education. 

21. Explain family as an educational agency. 

22. What is distance education? 

23. State four characteristics of distance education. 

24. What is open education? 

25. Distinguish open and distance education. 

26. What is ODL? 

27. Explain the importance of IGNOU in Indian open education. 

28. State four advantages of distance education. 

29. State four challenges of distance education. 

30. Explain the importance of open and distance education in India. 

 

PART XXX — LONG/ESSAY QUESTIONS 

1. Explain the meaning, nature and scope of Education. 

2. Discuss the major functions of Education. 

3. Explain the different forms of Education with suitable examples. 

4. Differentiate between Formal, Informal and Non-formal Education. 

5. Discuss the different agencies of Formal, Informal and Non-formal Education. 

6. Explain the role of Family, School and Community as agencies of Education. 

7. Discuss the meaning and characteristics of Distance Education. 

8. Explain the meaning and significance of Open Education. 

9. Trace the development of Distance and Open Education in India. 

10. Discuss the present status and importance of Open and Distance Education in 

India. 



11. Explain the role of Open and Distance Education in promoting lifelong 

learning. 

12. Discuss the advantages and challenges of Distance Education. 

 

PART XXXI — ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS 

1. “Education is much broader than schooling.” Explain. 

2. Why is Education described as both an individual and a social process? 

3. How do Formal, Informal and Non-formal Education complement one 

another? 

4. Why should Non-formal Education not be considered inferior to Formal 

Education? 

5. Can the same institution provide more than one form of Education? Explain. 

6. How has technology changed the character of Distance Education? 

7. Why is learner support essential in Distance Education? 

8. How does Open and Distance Education contribute to educational access? 

9. What challenges must be addressed while expanding Distance Education? 

10. “Distance Education is no longer simply correspondence education.” Discuss. 

 

PART XXXII — HIGH-PRIORITY EXAMINATION AREAS 

Topic Priority 

Meaning of Education Very Important 

Nature of Education Very Important 

Scope of Education Important 

Functions Major Long Answer 



Topic Priority 

Formal Education Important 

Informal Education Important 

Non-formal Education Important 

Formal vs Informal vs Non-formal Very Important Comparison 

Agencies of Education Important 

Distance Education Major Topic 

Open Education Important 

Development in India Major Long Answer 

Present Status of ODL Important 

IGNOU Important 

ODL vs Online Conceptual enrichment 

 

PART XXXIII — EXAMINATION ANSWER FRAMEWORKS 

Meaning, Nature and Scope 

Introduction → Meaning → Narrow/Wider Meaning → Nature → Scope → 

Conclusion 

Functions of Education 

Individual Development → Knowledge → Skills → Socialisation → Culture → 

Values → Occupation → Citizenship → Social Integration → Social Change 

Forms of Education 

Formal → Informal → Non-formal → Comparison → Examples → Conclusion 

Distance and Open Education in India 



Meaning → Need → Correspondence Stage → Distance Education → Open 

Universities → IGNOU → State Open Universities → Technology-supported ODL 

→ Present Regulatory Position → Importance → Challenges → Conclusion 

 

PART XXXIV — ONE-PAGE BLACKBOARD REVISION 

EDUCATION 

Lifelong Process of Individual + Social Development 

NATURE 

Lifelong + Continuous + Developmental + Social + Dynamic + Purposeful 

FUNCTIONS 

Knowledge + Skills + Socialisation + Culture + Values + Citizenship + Occupation 

+ Social Change 

 

FORMS — F-I-N 

F — FORMAL 

Planned + Institutional + Curriculum + Assessment 

I — INFORMAL 

Life + Experience + Interaction 

N — NON-FORMAL 

Organised + Flexible + Need-based 

 

AGENCIES 

FORMAL 

School + College + University 

INFORMAL 



Family + Peers + Community + Media 

NON-FORMAL 

Adult Education + Community/Voluntary Organisations + Flexible Skill/Continuing 

Programmes 

 

OPEN AND DISTANCE EDUCATION 

Access + Flexibility + Self-learning + Multiple Media + Learner Support + Lifelong 

Learning 

Developmental Chain 

Correspondence → Distance Education → Open University → ODL → Technology-

supported/Online Learning 

 

Final Memory Framework — M-N-S-F-O 

M — MEANING 

Education is lifelong development 

N — NATURE 

Continuous + Social + Dynamic + Purposeful 

S — SCOPE & FUNCTIONS 

Individual + Society + Knowledge + Skills + Culture 

F — FORMS 

Formal + Informal + Non-formal 

O — OPEN & DISTANCE EDUCATION 

Access + Flexibility + Learner Support + Lifelong Learning 

The central statement students should remember is: 



“Education is a lifelong and continuous process extending beyond formal schooling. 

It operates through formal, informal and non-formal forms, and the development of 

open and distance education has further widened opportunities for flexible and 

continuing learning.” 

 

PART — SCHOOL AND ITS MANIFOLD FUNCTIONS 

1. Meaning of School 

A school is an organised educational institution established by society to provide 

planned learning experiences and facilitate the development of learners. 

In the narrow sense, a school is a place where teachers provide organised instruction 

to students according to a prescribed curriculum. 

In the broader educational sense, however, a school is much more than a place for 

academic instruction. It is also a: 

 social institution; 

 agency of socialisation; 

 centre of cultural transmission; 

 environment for personality development; 

 preparation ground for social life. 

Simple Definition 

A school is a formal educational institution through which society systematically 

provides learning experiences for the development of individuals and society. 

Core Formula 

School = Learning + Development + Socialisation + Culture + Citizenship + Social 

Progress 

 

2. School as a Formal Agency of Education 

School is one of the most important formal agencies of education. 



It possesses: 

 definite educational aims; 

 organised curriculum; 

 trained teachers; 

 specified learning periods; 

 planned teaching methods; 

 rules and regulations; 

 assessment procedures; 

 institutional organisation. 

Thus: 

Planned + Systematic + Organised Education = School as a Formal Agency 

 

3. School as a Social Institution 

A school does not exist independently of society. 

Society establishes schools to fulfil educational and social purposes. 

Within the school, learners experience: 

 cooperation; 

 competition; 

 leadership; 

 discipline; 

 responsibility; 

 friendship; 

 group membership; 

 social rules. 



Therefore: 

School = Educational Institution + Social Institution 

 

4. Meaning of “Manifold Functions” 

The expression manifold functions means that school performs many different but 

interrelated functions. 

School does not perform only the function of teaching academic subjects. 

Its functions include: 

Intellectual + Physical + Social + Emotional + Moral + Cultural + Civic + Vocational 

Functions 

 

5. Intellectual Function 

One of the major functions of school is intellectual development. 

School helps learners develop: 

 knowledge; 

 understanding; 

 reasoning; 

 imagination; 

 creativity; 

 critical thinking; 

 problem-solving ability. 

Therefore: 

School → Knowledge + Thinking + Understanding 

 

6. Transmission of Knowledge 



School systematically transmits organised knowledge accumulated by society. 

Students acquire knowledge from different areas such as: 

 languages; 

 science; 

 social sciences; 

 mathematics; 

 literature; 

 arts. 

However, education should not be reduced to memorisation of information. 

The learner should also develop the capacity to: 

Understand → Analyse → Apply → Create 

 

7. Socialisation 

School is an important agency of socialisation. 

Through school life, children learn: 

 social norms; 

 values; 

 cooperation; 

 responsibility; 

 appropriate social roles; 

 ways of interacting with others. 

Process 

Child → School Experiences → Social Learning → Social Participation 

 



8. Development of Social Skills 

School provides opportunities to interact with: 

 teachers; 

 classmates; 

 older and younger students; 

 other members of the institution. 

Through these interactions, students develop: 

 communication; 

 cooperation; 

 teamwork; 

 leadership; 

 conflict-management skills. 

 

9. Cultural Transmission 

School helps transmit cultural heritage from one generation to another. 

This may include: 

 language; 

 literature; 

 knowledge; 

 art; 

 traditions; 

 social values. 

Formula 

Cultural Heritage → School → New Generation 



This contributes to cultural continuity. 

 

10. Cultural Reconstruction 

School should not merely reproduce every existing practice unquestioningly. 

Education also develops the ability to: 

 examine traditions; 

 evaluate practices; 

 respond to new knowledge; 

 encourage constructive innovation. 

Therefore: 

School = Cultural Transmission + Critical Reconstruction 

 

11. Moral and Value Development 

School provides opportunities for developing values such as: 

 honesty; 

 responsibility; 

 cooperation; 

 fairness; 

 respect; 

 concern for others. 

Importantly, values are learned not merely through textbooks. 

Students also learn from: 

Teacher Behaviour + School Culture + Peer Relationships + Institutional Practices 

 



12. Development of Personality 

School contributes to the development of the learner's personality by providing 

opportunities for: 

 intellectual growth; 

 emotional development; 

 social interaction; 

 creativity; 

 self-expression; 

 leadership. 

Thus: 

Education of the Whole Person = Major Function of School 

 

13. Physical Development 

School contributes to physical development through: 

 physical education; 

 games; 

 sports; 

 health education; 

 appropriate recreational activities. 

The objective is balanced development rather than intellectual development alone. 

 

14. Emotional Development 

School can provide experiences through which learners develop: 

 self-confidence; 

 emotional awareness; 



 self-control; 

 resilience; 

 healthy relationships. 

A supportive school environment is therefore important for development. 

 

15. Preparation for Adult Life 

School gradually prepares learners for wider social life. 

Students learn: 

 responsibility; 

 punctuality; 

 cooperation; 

 independent thinking; 

 decision-making; 

 social participation. 

Thus: 

School → Preparation for Life 

 

16. Vocational and Occupational Preparation 

Education helps learners develop: 

 knowledge; 

 skills; 

 work habits; 

 problem-solving abilities; 

 career awareness. 



These can prepare learners for later occupational and professional life. 

School education should therefore help connect: 

Learning → Skills → Life and Work 

 

17. Development of Citizenship 

School helps learners understand: 

 rights; 

 duties; 

 responsibilities; 

 cooperation; 

 civic participation; 

 respect for others. 

It can provide practical experiences through: 

 student activities; 

 group decision-making; 

 community programmes; 

 clubs and associations. 

Thus: 

School → Responsible Social Participation 

 

18. Promotion of Social Integration 

A school may bring together learners from different: 

 social backgrounds; 

 linguistic backgrounds; 



 cultural backgrounds; 

 economic circumstances. 

Through common learning experiences, school can encourage: 

 mutual respect; 

 cooperation; 

 understanding; 

 social integration. 

 

19. Promotion of Equality 

School can widen access to: 

 knowledge; 

 skills; 

 learning opportunities; 

 social participation. 

An educationally responsive school attempts to ensure that differences in 

background do not unnecessarily prevent meaningful participation in learning. 

 

20. Development of Leadership 

School provides opportunities for leadership through: 

 group projects; 

 sports; 

 clubs; 

 student committees; 

 cultural activities; 

 community programmes. 



Leadership is best developed through actual responsibility, not merely lectures about 

leadership. 

 

21. Development of Creativity 

Schools can encourage creativity through: 

 art; 

 music; 

 writing; 

 projects; 

 experimentation; 

 problem-solving; 

 innovative activities. 

Thus: 

School should develop both knowledge and imagination. 

 

22. Recreation 

Healthy recreation is also an educational function. 

Schools provide opportunities through: 

 sports; 

 games; 

 cultural programmes; 

 clubs; 

 creative activities. 

Recreation contributes to balanced development and social interaction. 

 



23. Social Control 

Schools communicate social expectations through: 

 norms; 

 rules; 

 responsibilities; 

 shared values. 

This contributes to social regulation. 

However, educational discipline should progressively encourage: 

External Discipline → Self-discipline → Responsible Behaviour 

rather than dependence on punishment. 

 

24. Promotion of Social Change 

School can contribute to constructive social change by developing: 

 knowledge; 

 critical thinking; 

 scientific outlook; 

 social awareness; 

 problem-solving abilities; 

 openness to new ideas. 

Thus school performs two complementary functions: 

Preservation of Valuable Social Heritage + Preparation for Constructive Change 

 

25. Community Development 

Schools can contribute to their communities through: 



 awareness activities; 

 cultural programmes; 

 environmental projects; 

 literacy initiatives; 

 community service; 

 extension activities. 

Therefore: 

School → Community Development 

and 

Community → Support to School 

 

26. Manifold Functions of School — Summary Table 

Function Contribution 

Intellectual Knowledge, reasoning, critical thinking 

Socialisation Norms, roles, cooperation 

Cultural Transmission and reconstruction of culture 

Moral Values and responsibility 

Personality Balanced individual development 

Physical Health, games and physical development 

Emotional Confidence and emotional development 

Vocational Skills and occupational preparation 

Civic Responsible citizenship 



Function Contribution 

Integrative Cooperation across differences 

Creative Imagination and innovation 

Leadership Responsibility and initiative 

Recreational Healthy leisure and participation 

Social Control Self-discipline and social responsibility 

Social Change New knowledge, attitudes and practices 

Community School–community development 

 

27. Memory Formula for Functions of School 

For examination purposes, students may remember: 

K-S-C-P-V-C-S 

K — Knowledge 

S — Socialisation 

C — Culture 

P — Personality 

V — Values and vocation 

C — Citizenship 

S — Social change 

 

PART — RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCHOOL AND SOCIETY 

28. Meaning 

School and society have a close, reciprocal and interdependent relationship. 

School exists within society and is influenced by society. 



At the same time, school educates the individuals who participate in and influence 

society. 

Therefore: 

Society ↔ School 

This two-way relationship is the central concept. 

 

29. School is Created by Society 

Schools do not develop in a social vacuum. 

Society establishes educational institutions to meet educational needs. 

Society influences: 

 educational aims; 

 curriculum; 

 institutional organisation; 

 values; 

 educational expectations. 

Thus: 

Social Needs → Educational Institutions 

 

30. School Reflects Society 

To some extent, characteristics of society are reflected within schools. 

Social changes may influence: 

 curriculum; 

 teaching; 

 student expectations; 

 educational technology; 



 institutional practices. 

For example: 

Technological Change in Society → Greater Need for Digital Learning 

 

31. Society Determines Educational Needs 

Different societies and historical periods have different needs. 

Changes in: 

 knowledge; 

 economy; 

 technology; 

 culture; 

 occupations 

can create new educational requirements. 

Therefore: 

Changing Society → Changing Educational Needs 

 

32. Society Influences Educational Aims 

Educational aims are connected with social conditions. 

For example, societies may expect education to develop: 

 literacy; 

 scientific knowledge; 

 occupational skills; 

 social responsibility; 

 citizenship. 



Thus: 

Social Needs → Educational Aims 

 

33. Society Influences Curriculum 

Curriculum does not exist independently of social life. 

It is influenced by: 

 accumulated knowledge; 

 culture; 

 contemporary needs; 

 social problems; 

 technological developments. 

At the same time, curriculum can introduce learners to new ideas that subsequently 

influence society. 

 

34. Society Provides Resources to School 

Schools depend upon society for various resources. 

These may include: 

 learners; 

 teachers; 

 finance; 

 physical facilities; 

 community cooperation; 

 institutional support. 

Therefore: 

School Depends upon Society 



 

35. School Educates Members of Society 

The learner eventually participates in: 

 family; 

 community; 

 workplace; 

 civic life; 

 wider society. 

Thus: 

Society → School → Educated Individual → Society 

 

36. School Transmits Social Culture 

School helps transmit: 

 language; 

 knowledge; 

 cultural heritage; 

 values; 

 social practices. 

This creates continuity between generations. 

Model 

Past Generation → School → Present Generation → Future Generation 

 

37. School Promotes Socialisation 

School prepares learners to live with others. 



Students learn: 

 cooperation; 

 responsibility; 

 group behaviour; 

 social roles; 

 shared norms. 

Therefore school helps connect: 

Individual → Group → Society 

 

38. School Can Promote Social Change 

School does not only reproduce existing society. 

Through: 

 knowledge; 

 critical thinking; 

 scientific inquiry; 

 new skills; 

 awareness; 

education can contribute to social transformation. 

Therefore: 

Society Shapes School → School Can Reshape Society 

 

39. School and Social Problems 

Schools can help learners understand social concerns through appropriate 

educational experiences. 

These may concern: 



 inequality; 

 environmental issues; 

 health; 

 discrimination; 

 social conflict; 

 technological change. 

Education can develop the knowledge and skills required for constructive responses. 

 

40. School and Community 

The relationship between school and society becomes especially visible at the 

community level. 

Community Can Support School Through 

 local knowledge; 

 cooperation; 

 resources; 

 participation; 

 feedback. 

School Can Support Community Through 

 educational programmes; 

 awareness; 

 cultural activities; 

 extension activities; 

 community service. 

Thus: 

School ↔ Community 



 

41. School as a Miniature Society 

The school is often described educationally as a miniature society because learners 

experience many forms of social life within it. 

Students encounter: 

 rules; 

 relationships; 

 responsibilities; 

 cooperation; 

 leadership; 

 conflict; 

 group membership. 

In this sense, school provides a setting in which learners practise living with others. 

School is not merely preparation for social life; school life itself is a form of social 

experience. 

 

42. Society Influences School — Flowchart 

SOCIETY 

↓ 

Needs + Culture + Knowledge + Technology + Economy + Social Conditions 

↓ 

SCHOOL 

↓ 

Aims + Curriculum + Teaching + Organisation + Activities 

 



43. School Influences Society — Flowchart 

SCHOOL 

↓ 

Knowledge + Skills + Values + Socialisation + Critical Thinking + Citizenship 

↓ 

LEARNERS 

↓ 

Participation in Family + Community + Work + Civic Life 

↓ 

SOCIETY 

 

44. Complete Reciprocal Model 

The most useful classroom diagram is: 

SOCIETY 

↓ influences 

SCHOOL 

↓ educates 

INDIVIDUAL 

↓ participates in 

SOCIETY 

Therefore: 

SOCIETY ↔ SCHOOL ↔ INDIVIDUAL 

 

45. School as Conserving and Transforming Agency 



This is an important analytical point. 

Conserving Function 

School preserves and transmits valuable: 

 knowledge; 

 culture; 

 language; 

 social heritage. 

Transformative Function 

School develops: 

 new knowledge; 

 critical thinking; 

 scientific attitudes; 

 creativity; 

 skills for changing conditions. 

Therefore: 

School = Social Continuity + Social Change 

A good school should neither reject all tradition nor reproduce all existing practices 

uncritically. 

 

46. Why School–Society Cooperation is Important 

Effective cooperation can: 

 make education socially relevant; 

 improve understanding of learner backgrounds; 

 mobilise community resources; 

 support student development; 



 connect classroom learning with life; 

 strengthen community participation. 

Thus: 

School Isolated from Society → Less Contextual Learning 

whereas 

School Connected with Society → More Meaningful Education 

 

47. Role of Teacher in School–Society Relationship 

Teachers can act as connecting links between school and society. 

They can: 

 understand learners' social backgrounds; 

 relate teaching to everyday life; 

 involve appropriate community resources; 

 organise extension activities; 

 encourage responsible social participation; 

 communicate with families and community members. 

Formula 

Teacher → Classroom ↔ School ↔ Community 

 

48. Practical Classroom Example 

Suppose a locality faces a waste-management problem. 

The school can organise: 

1. classroom study of waste; 

2. observation of the local situation; 



3. student projects; 

4. awareness activities; 

5. interaction with community members; 

6. reflection on possible improvements. 

Here: 

Community Problem → School Learning → Student Participation → Community 

Awareness 

This demonstrates the school–society relationship. 

 

49. Difference Between School and Society 

School Society 

Formal educational institution Wider network of social relationships 

Deliberately organised for education. Includes many institutions and activities 

Has curriculum No single prescribed curriculum 

Has teachers and learners Includes people in many social roles 

Provides planned educational 

experiences 

Provides broad formal and informal 

experiences 

Part of society Encompasses educational institutions 

Important Principle 

School is a part of society, not separate from it. 

 

50. Common Student Confusions 

School ≠ Place for Academic Instruction Only 

It performs intellectual, social, cultural, moral, civic and developmental functions. 



School ≠ Society 

School is one important institution within society. 

School–Society Relationship ≠ One-Way 

It is reciprocal: 

Society → School 

and 

School → Society 

Cultural Transmission ≠ Blind Preservation 

Schools can preserve valuable heritage while encouraging critical examination and 

change. 

Socialisation ≠ Discipline Only 

Socialisation includes learning: 

 norms; 

 values; 

 roles; 

 cooperation; 

 communication; 

 participation. 

School as “Miniature Society” ≠ Exact Copy of Society 

It means that the school provides organised social experiences resembling important 

dimensions of wider social life. 

 

51. Key Takeaways 

1. School is a formal agency of education. 

2. School is also a social institution. 



3. School performs manifold functions. 

4. It develops knowledge and intellectual abilities. 

5. It contributes to socialisation. 

6. It transmits culture. 

7. It can contribute to cultural reconstruction. 

8. It supports personality development. 

9. It promotes physical and emotional development. 

10. It develops values. 

11. It prepares learners for occupational life. 

12. It develops responsible citizenship. 

13. It can encourage social integration. 

14. It develops creativity and leadership. 

15. It provides recreational experiences. 

16. It contributes to social regulation and self-discipline. 

17. It can contribute to social change. 

18. School and society are interdependent. 

19. Society influences educational aims. 

20. Society influences curriculum. 

21. Society provides resources and context for schools. 

22. School educates members of society. 

23. School contributes to cultural continuity. 

24. School prepares individuals for social participation. 

25. Social change influences schools. 

26. Schools can contribute to social change. 



27. School and community should cooperate. 

28. Teachers can connect schools with communities. 

29. School can be understood as a miniature social environment. 

30. The relationship between school and society is reciprocal. 

 

52. Short-Answer Questions 

1. Define school. 

2. Why is school called a formal agency of education? 

3. Why is school considered a social institution? 

4. What is meant by the manifold functions of school? 

5. State four functions of school. 

6. Explain the intellectual function of school. 

7. Explain the socialising function of school. 

8. How does school transmit culture? 

9. Explain the role of school in personality development. 

10. How does school promote values? 

11. Explain the vocational function of school. 

12. How does school contribute to citizenship? 

13. Explain the role of school in social integration. 

14. How does school develop leadership? 

15. Explain the role of school in social change. 

16. What is meant by the school–society relationship? 

17. How does society influence school? 

18. How does society influence curriculum? 



19. How does school influence society? 

20. Why is the relationship between school and society reciprocal? 

21. Why is school called a miniature society? 

22. Explain the conserving function of school. 

23. Explain the transformative function of school. 

24. How does school contribute to community development? 

25. Explain the importance of school–community cooperation. 

 

53. Long/Essay Questions 

1. What is a School? Discuss its manifold functions. 

2. Discuss School as a formal agency of Education. 

3. Explain the intellectual, social, cultural and vocational functions of School.  

4. Discuss the role of School in the all-round development of the learner. 

5. Explain the relationship between School and Society. 

6. “School and Society are mutually interdependent.” Discuss. 

7. “School is a miniature society.” Explain. 

8. Discuss the role of School in cultural transmission and social change. 

9. Explain the importance of the school–Community relationship. 

10. Discuss the role of teachers in strengthening the relationship between School 

and Society. 

 

54. Analytical Questions 

1. “A school is much more than a place where subjects are taught.” Discuss. 

2. How can a school simultaneously preserve culture and promote social 

change? 



3. Why can a school not function effectively in complete isolation from society? 

4. “As society changes, schools must also change.” Explain with examples. 

5. How can schools prepare learners for responsible participation in society? 

6. Why is school described as a miniature society rather than an exact copy of 

society? 

7. How can community participation improve the educational work of a school? 

8. How can school education contribute to constructive social change? 

 

55. Examination Answer Frameworks 

School and its Manifold Functions 

Meaning of School → School as Formal/Social Institution → Intellectual → Social 

→ Cultural → Moral → Physical → Vocational → Civic → Social Change → 

Conclusion 

Relationship between School and Society 

Introduction → Society Creates School → Society Influences Aims/Curriculum → 

School Educates Individuals → Cultural Transmission → Socialisation → 

Citizenship → Social Change → Community Relationship → Conclusion 

 

Blackboard Revision 

SCHOOL 

Formal Educational Agency + Social Institution 

MANIFOLD FUNCTIONS 

Knowledge + Socialisation + Culture + Personality + Values + Skills + Citizenship 

+ Social Change 

SCHOOL AND SOCIETY 

Society shapes School 



and 

School influences Society 

Therefore: 

SOCIETY ↔ SCHOOL 

Society gives the School: 

Needs + Culture + Learners + Resources + Social Context 

School gives Society: 

Educated Individuals + Knowledge + Skills + Values + Socialisation + Citizenship 

+ Capacity for Change 

 

Final Memory Formula — SCHOOL 

S — Socialisation 

C — Culture and Citizenship 

H — Holistic Development 

O — Occupational Preparation 

O — Organisation of Learning 

L — Link with Society 

The two additions can therefore be integrated into Unit I: Concept of Education as: 

Meaning, Nature and Scope → Functions of Education → School and its Manifold 

Functions → Relationship between School and Society → Formal/Informal/Non-

formal Education and Agencies → Development and Present Status of Open and 

Distance Education in India. 

 


